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500 Bdotes for Coniribulon
Editorial

Pesantren (llamic boarding school) and madrasah (religeous school)
are two educational institutions that ane common in Indonesia, Nowadays
there are more than 24,000 pesantrens and madarasahs in which young
Muslims bearn religiows knowledge o well as loreign Languages, sciences
and technology. These two institutions have alo played an imponant role
in the development of their surrounding societies. Many scholam are
interested in doing research on them with interdisciplinary approaches:
historical, religious, educational, sociological, anthropological, economic,
and political, In this contexil, many inleresting subjects are discussed, such
an the educational system and management of pesantren and madrasah,
ard their social role, and their reiponse 10 Conlemporary isues like
democracy, gender equity, religious pluralism, iechnology of information
and civic education. Other approaches might be done, becauie their
continuity and change have occunred from time to time.

The inlernational journal of Pesantren Studies (IJPS) provides a ool
o researchers and wrilert 1o publish their anicles on the above menlioned
institutions and lslamic education in general. The joumal also receives book
reviews which ame related 10 the institutions as well 23 lslamic studies in
general. All of these works are written in English or Arabic. Through this
journal, it is hoped that the international community £3n receive mone
information aboul the education institutions. In addition, pesaniren and
madaratah may benefnt from the writings in the journal for their future
improvement in e of educational sysiem, management, wage of
technology and so on.
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Yaaud, Abwi fed ). rmmmmmwa#rm
Hukum Konterpaover. Yogyakarta: Pustaka Pelajar. 2005.

PESANTREN DEVELOPMENT AND
MODERNIZATION OF EDUCATION

Suwendi
UIN Syarif Hidayatullah, Jakarta

Abstract
This article deals with the guestion how pesantren responds 1o
modemization. The author comes o the conclusion that it has the capability

of adopting the modemdzation in certain aspects, but it is af the same time
able to avoid negative sides of the modemization. The author also wriles

ithia this ability is different from that of many other education instituthons
which even disappeared in line with the wave of modernization. The
endurance of pesantren cannol be separated from the characteristics of
indonesian indigenous institutions which are independent and non-

centralitic.
Keyword: Pesantren, Development, Modemization

Pesantren and Modernization of Islamic Education

Pesantren is the oldest education institution in Indonesia. 1t has
established in the country long belore other education imiitutions. Many
challenges have faced it throughout history. One of those challenges is
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like 3 big building which never changed. Hmwﬂﬂdmﬂl’“d‘l‘{
while at the same time it never did by itself, i was based on iy
consideration that the state (ihe New Otder) tried to bring modemmizatio
and developement into pesantren. '

From the penpective of education, pesantren is the anly instihio
which was historically proved to be able 1o overcome the wave of
modernization. In other pans of the Muslim world, many educaion
institutions collapsed or transformed into general education iNStHUAONS do
o the expansion of modem sysiem of education, Some other traditiona
insilutinns were fored ko adapt and adogt the modem system and methody
This fact can be seen in traditional inatitutions of education ln the Middls.
East, including madrasah, kuttab, and masjid. Until the last hall of the 15
century, ihese insiiutions remained the imponant cenlers of lslamie
edwction, but they declined in the lasi quarier of the century due ig
modetmization ard renewal.

According 10 Aryumardi Azra, renewal and modemization ol
Islamic education was stared in Turkey in the beginning of the 19th century
which (hen spread over all areas of the Otioran Empire in the Middle Ea.
However, this education renewal ded not include medresse (madrasah) inio
the project. Instead, it was 1o found new schools in accordance with
Ewsmpean education system which was aimed at the intenessts of military
relormation and bureaucracy of the Dttoman Empire. This was marked by
ihie esiabdivhment of Mekieh-dm-1 Harbiye (militany school) in 1834 which
foligwed the French sysem, In 1924 Mustafa Kemal Ataturk erased Medneue
and changed them into pulblic schoods.*

" 5o M. Dawan Reshadio, “Dunia Pesandron dalsm Peia Pembahanasn® in
b, Do Bahurdio boel ), Pesartren dan Pormbahansan (Jakarta: LPIES, 1995, p 1.

¥ Aryurnardi Agrs, Pendicikan lslame Tracis dan Modernaas A
Adifervum Baru, Uakana: Logos Wacana limo, 1999), pp. 95-96,
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The sarmie was with kurab mstitutions in Egypl. In 1833 Mubammad
Ali Pasha launched the establishment ol elementary and secondary schools
whete general sciences such as geometry, algebra, painting, and the like
were Laught, In the incepltion, these schools went skde by side with madrasah
aned kuttab. However, madrazah and kuttab dd not developed significantly,
Finally, in 1961 Gamal Abdel Masser removed these madrasah and kuttab
totally.!

The alorementioned examples lram Turkey and Egypt demaniirale
that many Islamic traditional institutions collapsed due to modemization.
it seems that the social and political facton of pesantren development which
were dilferent from those bwo countries had made pesantren survive. In
line with the global development, pesantren is faced with inevitable social
and cultural changes. Pesaniren is compelied to respond to them, and it
eannol escape from them, The development of communication and
technology has become embedded in pesantren. Social and economic
dynamism either in local, national or international levels has forced
pesantren (o invalve in the free market world. Many other challenges are
facing pesaniren. The question i whether pesantren is able to come o
terms with such changes!

Reforming Pesaniren

A% a system, Islam can be distinguished into twalold, The firt aspect
contain basic teachings which provide Mualims with reference and wolution
1o their problems, These teachings are absolutely true and unchangeable
over times. They are universal and always relevant 1o places and times.
They ane codified into the Qurtan and the hadith. The second aspect of
Ielam i comoerned with non-basic feachings which are result of inlerpretation
of the basic ieachings. Such non-basic teachings of lslam are related 1o
praciical and applicable aspecis. They will never become a final tnah and
are nommatively framied with places and times, Therelore, they can be bath

" v,

BB Dipindai dengan CamScanner


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

wevery rhange They are mandested in kitab kuning (classic Islamic
Mmmmdlﬂllﬂmwiﬂﬂ
teachings of ilam,

Prsaniren education seems 10 cover the second aspect. Bt

basic teachings of lslam. This can be clearly seen in kitab kuning
HuMMMﬂHMMmemM
tafsir, hadith, "wlum al-hadith, "wlom al-Que'an, and philosophy,
Cwveremphass on figh will lead 16 the significance of Quranic and hadith
wtudies in pesantren mducation, Mhpmumdhwm"ﬂﬁlﬂ.
will become less imponant than others, whereas actually figh is derivative
ol both the Qur'an and hadith. Figh is not the absolute source of lile
Thersiore, understanding figh without referring 1o the Qur'an and hadith jy
useless.

Having the above facts in mind, some changes should be made.
DOine of them i 1o change the method of pesantren education which ha
been inductive so lar, Al the first place, in pesantren particular disciplines
wich 2 figh and other practical traditions, called 'ilm al-hal, are studied,
andd afterw andy complementary disciplines are added in order 1o understand
those biassc 1eachangs. The case will be different if the deductive methed iy
wsed, Whaough whech complementary disciplines which are helplul o
understand the basic ieachings are taught and afterwards these disciplins
are wied in panticular themes such as figh and modem development. Thiy I
method i more qualified 1o develop remoning process, creativity and
dyramusm s urderstanding lslam contentually than the first merhod which
conceniraies mare on doctrinal aspecis, However, the deductive method
should take psychological sspects of saniris and the development of
imaginalon of reaton sruciune o consideraton. in doing so, curmoubum
‘arganiralion s peishtien management miu be developed frst

Anciher change that should be made to reconsiruct pesamiren
echucation system is related 10 curriculum. Pesantren curriculum, which is

ijPs, Vol 4, No. 2. 1010 Pewaninen Dewelopment and hodernization 411

e o kitads kuning, includes only figh, theology, tasawwur, and language.
Figh waught at pesantren is confined 1o that of the Shali'i school and pays
hess altention 1o other schools. This would hinder creative ihinking and
pesult in nasow-minded understanding of lslamic lav. In addition, the Shafi's
schoal seems 10 pay bsss attention 10 rational explorations. in this school,
ihe rale of reason in law making (istinbat), which derives Irom ihe basic
sources, s weak To come lo grips with this, comparative slamic law
imugaranah al-maghahib) must be Laught in pesantren.
Mext, the theological model developed in pesaninen is generally
concemad with the Ash'srile school. Compared to the Mau'tazilie schood,
this school gives less value 1o human reason. With the theory of kash
(acquired reason) the Ash'arite school plays down the position of reason
anid limmits ils power 10 engineer, Acconding io this school, engineering can
Ibe made ondy if God's power and man’s power are interlinked. Even, this
school suspends its judgment as to the status of a believer (mu'min) who
conducts great sin. This is because of the fimitation of the Ash'arite’s
reasoning (mantigl. Sufism plays significant roles in pesantren, whene
Ghazali's Sufism is at the heart of the pesantren iradition. Sufi practices are
manilesiad in vanious rites which emphasizes mone on feefing than reason.
Sudfismm is about feeling. Al the same time, Sufi ieachings which encourage
worldly happingss are less emphasized, Wealth makes if impossible for
people to altain true happiness. This makes pesanien ECONOMIC WOrsE.
Language siudhes in pesanbien smphatize mpne on cognitive aspecs
grammar lught in pesantren could not be used 1o communicate effectively.
This s because the emphasis s placed more on memorization ahfizhi,
not on the implementation of language in convemnation, This has impacts
nat anly on conversational skills of pesaniren people, but also thesr ability
io wnderstand kitab kuning. Such pesantren curnicula result in exclusivism,
Vinually all aspects of lam are studied under the frame of the schools of
Shafi"ite (in fighl, Ad arite (in Islamic theology), and a-Chazali (i Sufism).
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Such exclunivism has caused 10 the lack of citicism and analytical reasoning
in thee pesantien sducalion,

Prsantren tradition looks down academic (reedom and munarhacah
tacademic debate) syytem  Decomstruction and neconstruction of the old
bruths hald by pesantren people dre comidersd impossible. As a result, i
e prsantien etucation yyiem the product of indrvdual reasoning Ujtihad
by previous ulama could not be reevaluated, Re-ovaluation and
actualization of various concepts wn Kitab Kuningi could not be realized.
This 1 kn contradiction 1o what previous ulama did. Even ulama practiced
iptihared and readjusted thest thinking 1o the comemporary needs.

D the ather hand, philowaphy B condldered as anathema 1o
prsantren education, since philosophy s considered to reduce the
estabilished and fixed truth that pesantren people hold so far. However,
even though “iim wol al-figh (wience of Islamic Lwa principles) is ugh
i pesantren, pesantren people are oot aware that this science is inevitably
infuenced by Arvotie philesophy. This indicates that pesantren education
only recelve llamic classic thought without erticism,

Another imponant thing that maust be highlighted is management
which determines the sucoms or failure of pesantren educalion sysism
This i in accond with the principle thal al-hagg bi-la al-nizham yaghlibuh
al-batil bi alnisham (a trath that is managed unsystematically will be wone
than that managed systematically). Pesantren education pays less attention
1o wywlemalically managed sma and weihout any significant aterrpls
revitalization based on changing needs. Take as an example, the enrolenen
of new students (sanir i open for all candidates without considering the
variely of ages and backgrounds. They are accepied withoud prior fes.

Cunenily, pesariren must be open 1o changing worlds, Cooperation
should be made between pesantren and other institutions bn order b0
be made io meel contemporary complicaled challenges so that negaiive
associations such as alienation, exchshvity, consenvatism, and status que
become less aitached to pesantien,

1S, Vol. 4, Mo. 2, 2010 Prsantrn Drvelopment and Modemization 413

Characteristics of Santri

The above explanation has emphasired the reconsiructivwe ablempls
at the formation of the soul of pesaniren, Method, curriculum and
management are necessary requirements io inculcate noble slamic values
in pesantren. Such values ane manifesied in fnee characiens of pesaniren
stwdents (Lantn) as follows,

First is sincerity, Santris must nol be templed by wordly interests,
They s commitied anly 1o the devotion to God. This sincenity is refllscied
in their action and behavior. This is based on the beliel that Allah will
reeward the good with the better, This is up 10 the will ol God. The second
is simplicity and nobility. Simplicity does not mean passivity and poverty,
it conmiains power, lirmness, and sel-conirol in facing difficulties. in
simplicity there les a srong will 1o face social dynamism. The third s
democratic ukhuwwah islamiyah (lslamsc brotherhood). Dialogic situations
it santris oreale among themselves every day will mesull in peace and
franguility. This will help gantris o maintain their idealizm, Their divene
cultures, aces, (ribes, and social status will not become obstacles for them
1o creale brotherhood, They are spiritually wnilied. The founth is sell-
dependence. This nol anly means the sell-independence of santrs in their
indivichsal mathers but also in making their pesaniren an independen slamic
education institution, The iifth is freedom. This means that sanirs must be
optimHstic in facing their fulume. The freedom alvo means seh-dependence.

Pesantren as an Indigenous institution

Pesaniren is the base of traditional Islam which has inheriied and
maintained the contimuity of lslamic iradiion lrom ulama ihmaugh limes. lis
sunvival has proven that traditional Islam has been able to face
modemization. Al the early process of modemization, there was a wide
gap between pesantren and the world outside, However, gradually pesandren
accommaodaled modemnization and change with s own modification, Such
sccommodation was made without leaving its main charactenistics.
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The survival of pesantren is nat only due to its accommodation,
modermization, but alo its basic charactenistics. As Nurcholish :
saild, pesantren is not merely an Islamic institution but also an ind
Inclonean indiution, || emerged hrom Indonesun sociological exp

cisblished s nds andowed by surounding pecpie. mumm_
pewniren helped them 1o come 1o lerms with their social, cultural ]
sconomic problems. It wan from thas rele that pesantren and kyal be
cuttural brokers a1 Cliliond Geertr ever iermaed.

Pesantren and Social Change

in addstion 1o the above charactenstics, plurality and heterogensiy
15 ancther charactenstic of pesantren. Such pluralivm can be seen from e
abmence of rules related to management, administration, buresucracy,
wiructure, culture, curmiculuen or palitics. Even religious rules as prescribed
in Kitab Kuning, RMI (Rabithah Ma“ahed al-Blamiyah), Association of All
Indonesian Pesantren, and MU (Nahdlatul Ulama) cannot take force o
pesantren. it i due 10 such sndependence and pluralism that it is difficdig |
make 3 conceplual definition ol pesaniren.*

Becaune of this indapendence of pewantren, Martin van Bruinessen,
Duch obierver of Indonesian tilam, believes that pesantren potentially .
creales a civil society. However, far him, i cannol be expecied tha
demacratization emerges from pesaniren, since the leaderhip of kysi or
wlama b hused more on chansma, Chanema and democrati zaton nese
coenisl.* However, iaditionalisn, including pesantren people, in developing

* nlil Wakvtd, “Pesantren o Linilan i Mt at| Kty
Pemberdayaan®, i Martuld Wabid, et.al fed ], Peisntren Macs Depan Wi
Pembercayasn din Transformes Peuatren [Bandung: Pustaka Hidayah, 1994,
. 145-147,

! Martin vam Broinesien, “Konungtur Sosial Politik di Jaga NU Pala
Khittsh 26: Perpulatan MU Dekade 90-an”, in Ellyansa K.H. Darwis (ed.), Gin
D, NUL dan Mssyaraleat Sipil, (Yogyakanac LS, 1994, pp. 77-7B.
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countries cannol ba reganded as resisting and threatend ng machemaration *
in this regard, Snouck Hurgronje said,

Traditional llam in fava i, by some people, considensd 100 static
and wery much tisd with the thoughis of the medieval wlama it is nol so.
They experienced fundamental changes, but such changes were made
through complex and unseen steps. Thus, observen with less knowledge
of the thinking patterns of traditional llam could nol see such changes,;
even they occurred in fromt of their eyes, except for those observing
thoroughly.”

The pesaniren’s resislance 1o centralization i significant 1o engage
weith social imnsfomation. Inevitably, pesantren has played imponart moles
in modemization, sspecially In empowering the poor and oppressed.
Pesaniien has proven To be able o parscmpaie in socio-culivral and polincal
fife.®

Conclusion

The discussion above cleardly demonsirates that pesaniren has
intemal foroes in dealing with modemization. As an education institution,
pesantren did not decline due to modemization. This is different from other
education institutions which even drappeared in line with the wave of
miodemization, The endurance of pesantren education cannot be separabed
fram the charscieristics of Indonesian indigenous institutions which ane
independent and non-centralistic. Some aspects of pessntren mus) be
reformed. The ability of pesaniren o survive B a decisive capital ol
CEHTImURIY SmpwerTnient.

= “Pengantar” in Mamin van Brsnessen, MU Tradil Belas-nela Kuea,

Mmmmlﬂhiﬂﬂ.pﬂ
T Duoted in Clifiond Ceonz, “Modemization in a Moudem Socisty: The
inchonesian Case,” Cesssr, wol, 39 [Bombay: 19610, p. 16
* See Abdurrahman Wahid, Menggerabian Tradhsr: Expi-esn Peantnen
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" in Wahid, et.al (ed.), e Keywaonds: methods of leaming. ethics, personality of santri
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i e Ta'lim al-Muta’allim thenceforth: TM) is a book or handbook on
istamic ethics commanly taught at traditional pesaniren at intermediale
levels. At modermn pesantrien, this book is ramely taeght snd even vinually
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